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People’s Opinions and Stereotypes about Stepfamilies
According the article, “People’s Opinions and Stereotypes about Stepfamilies” by Marie-Christine Saint-Jacques, Elisabeth Godbout and Hans Ivers, there are many ways through which parents can undertake in order to find a stepfamily. However, in the recent, many families of this kind have been formed by parents of children who have never lived together or who have separated. This is a contradiction to what was happening in the past since stepfamilies were formed as a result of the death of a parent. In the past numerous remarriages were caused by low expectancy while today the frequency of remarriages is determined largely by the rising number of divorces (Marie-Christine, Saint-Jacques, Ivers Hans and Godbout Elisabeth 2137). However, the pattern that ensues after remarriages have occurred has appeared to differ from one nation to nation. Such a pattern could be attributed to the different cultural beliefs which people cling to. In addition, this points out to family behaviors been influenced by factors such as legislation, and social context. 
Despite of the social context change in terms of formation of stepfamilies, western society’s perception of stepfamilies was developed earlier based on the aforementioned reasoning, the death of a parent. Stepfamilies in the past were viewed in a negative way. This still persists due to the outcomes of children who are brought up in such families. Stepfamilies have been perceived in a negative way due to the outcome of the children such as academic performance in schools among other areas of life.   
Stepfamilies are not perceived differently from intact families. However, individuals have been noted to be more likely to carry the stigma about stepfamilies. This does not mean that people have entirely changed their perception towards the stepfamilies. They have continued to perceive stepfamilies in a negative way. This can be ascertained by the use of negative adjectives to describe such marriage unions. Regardless of the increasing diversification in family structures and forms, the ideology of the nuclear family has been found by many authors to persist even in the present day (Marie-Christine, Saint-Jacques, Ivers Hans and Godbout Elisabeth 2138). On the other hand, many people have continued to perceive the stepfamilies in a negative way. This could be attributed to the increasing number of divorces in the present-day.  
From the current situation in the remarriage unions, it has been pointed out that children who grow up in stepfamilies are viewed in a negative way by the rest of the society. Children growing up in stepfamilies have been viewed negatively by others in various ways. One of the way through which such children have been viewed is that they are more unstable, more dissatisfied and more insecure compared to those growing in intact families. Stepfamilies are considered to be unstable and could easily result into abuse. Single-parent families and stepfamilies are not considered to be that different. They are seen as family units which could easily result into issues. However, stepfamilies are perceived to be more complex and stressful compared to the other two. 
Stepparents should be allowed to take up their responsibilities as parents. There are times when a child might have spent a significant time with the parents before getting separated. Such parents should be allowed to get involved in the lives of their children as they are considered to be a significant part of the children’s lives. This finding has been supported by 65.8% of the people who were involved in this study. On the other hand, 51.3% of the respondents believed that a stepparent should be allowed to adopt his or her stepchild if he or she is the person who spends most of the times with the child. With regard to responsibilities, 45.3% of the respondents were of the idea that a stepparent who lives with the child of his or her partner for a time period exceeding a year, should provide for the child’s financial needs. 
The study seems to have considered taking into consideration people from across various states. This helped the researchers in coming with meaningful insights with regard to how the different societies perceive stepfamilies. For instance, in the Province of Quebec in Canada, the majority of kids are born to common-law parents. Also, it has been noted that 4 out of 10 children will experience the separation of their parents during their youth (Marie-Christine, Saint-Jacques, Ivers Hans and Godbout Elisabeth 2138). The author also compared the state of stepfamilies in Canada and in America. Therefore, it could be asserted that the study is to some extent founded on what is happening in many various societies. 
The article seems to be relevant as it has been recently written. The article was published in 2020 meaning that it contains the most recent research details. The author has also used peer-reviewed materials in preparation of the article. Peer-reviewed works ensures that an article or a journal contain facts and not personal opinions or work with bias. This has been certified from the references of the work cited.  
The research comprised of Quebeckers aged 18 and over who were able to talk in English and French. Those who agreed to participate in the research survey were 1,202 of whom 701 were men while 501 were women (Marie-Christine, Saint-Jacques, Ivers Hans and Godbout Elisabeth 2142). Following the fact that the researchers did not incorporate many people from different regions to take part could bring up issues. The main issue in this case is that of under presentation. Also, the different representation between men and women cannot be easily explained. 
The study also raised some stereotypes about stepchildren towards their stepfathers. The research study points out that many of the people involved in the study brought up unfavorable arguments against stepfathers (Marie-Christine, Saint-Jacques, Ivers Hans and Godbout Elisabeth 2135). For instance, they stated that stepfathers were not willing to take up full responsibility of taking care of expenses for the stepchildren. In addition, they asserted that stepchildren did not do well in class and that they could not experience parental love in full. They could have based the latter on the idea that full parental love could only be experienced in families were the biological father and mother were living under the same roof.
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